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SUBJ: ROK RELATIONS WITH USSR AND EASTERN EUROPE 

1 . AT PAREWELL TETE-A-TETE LUNCH GIVEN BY EMBOPP 
POR LEE KI CHOO (KOREAN EMBASSY EXTERNAL POLITICAL 
SECOND SECRETARY) WHO IS LEAVING TOKYO TO ASSUME 
CHARGE OP NEW SOVIET AND EASTERN EUROPEAN DIVISION 
OP MOFA IN SEOUL, HE DESCRIBED HIS CURRENT TASK OP 
GETTING VISAS POR ROK DELEGATION TO IPU COUNCIL 
MEETING IN BUCHAREST, APRIL 14. LEE SAID MOFA HAD 
INSTRUCTED KOREAN EMBASSY TOKYO TO SEEK VISAS FOR 
DELEGATION CONSISTING OP SIX GOVT AND 
OPPOSITION PARLIAMENTARIANS PLUS THREE SECRETARIES 
AND ACCOMPANYING PARTY OF KOREAN JOURNALISTS. 

IN ADDITION TO ATTENDING IPU MEETING IN BUCHAREST, 
DELEGATION WISHES TO VISIT BUDAPEST, SOPIA, WARSAW, 
AND MOSCOW. 

2. LEE SAID THAT HIS APPROACHES IN TOKYO TO RESPECTIVE 
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RESPONSES. SOVIET EMBASSY OFEICIALS WERE POLITE 

AND BUSINESSLIKE AND ASKED HIM TO SEND OFEICIAL 

LETTER SETTING FORTH NECESSARY INEORMATION 

CONCERNING DELEGATES. THEIR REACTION CLEARLY 

IMPLIED THAT THEY WOULD CONSIDER APPLICATION 

THOUGH THEY MADE NO COMMITMENT AS TO WHETHER 

VISAS WOULD OR WOULD NOT BE GRANTED. POLES WERE 

ALSO EORTHCOMING AND SIMPLY ASKED THAT KOREAN 

EMBASSY MAKE ROUTINE APPLICATION WITH PASSPORTS. APPROACH BY 

TELEPHONE TO BULGARIAN EMBASSY MET WITH 

RESPONSE THAT THEY WOULD CHECK WITH HOME OEFICE. 

THREE WEEKS LATER LEE RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL 
EROM BULGARIANS SAYING THAT EMBASSY TOKYO WAS NOT 
AUTHORIZED TO ISSUE VISAS BUT THAT DELEGATES SHOULD 
APPLY TO BULGARIAN EMBASSY IN BUCHAREST WHEN 
THEY ARRIVE THERE. TELEPHONE CALL TO HUNGARIAN 
EMBASSY WAS MET WITH ABRUPT REFUSAL TO EVEN DISCUSS 
MATTER. 

3. IN CASE OE ROMANIA, LEE SAID THAT IPU SECRETARIAT 
IN GENEVA HAD TOLD KOREAN REPS THAT ROMANIANS 
HAD ASSURED IPU THEY WOULD ISSUE VISAS TO ROK 
DELEGATES. HOWEVER, WHEN LEE CALLED ROMANIAN 
EMBASSY IN TOKYO, LATTER HAD RECEIVED NO INSTRUCTIONS 
EROM BUCHAREST AND INQUIRY HAS YET TO 

PRODUCE RESPONSE. 

4. LEE SEEMED MILDLY HOPEEUL THAT KOREAN DELEGATION 
WILL INDEED BE ABLE TO VISIT ONE OR MORE EASTERN 
EUROPEAN CAPITALS IN ADDITION TO BUCHAREST. HE SAID 
THAT KOREAN MOEA HAS ONLY LIMITED INEORMATION 
ABOUT EAST EUROPE AND UNDOUBTEDLY WILL BE APPROACHING 
USG EOR CURRENT ASSESSMENTS IE AND WHEN ROK DELEGATES 
IN FACT RECEIVE VISAS. 

SHOESMITH 
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